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The following DECLARATION, was put 15 
under a ſealed cover, addreſſed on the out- 
{ide to JAMES CLERK, Eſq; Sheriff De- 
pute, Geo. Square.—/n the infide of 
the cover was written the following Let- 
ter by Robert Watt to him : 


SIR, 


Tur incloſed papers, with another 
parcel, containing ſundry miſcellaneous 
letters and papers, I commit to you; re- 
queſting they may be tranſmitted to 
Principal Baird, and the Rev. Mr Jones, 
to do with them as they may find pro- 
per. The little emoluments which may 
ariſe from them, I am perſuaded they 
will give to Binning who attended me. 
My watch and my clothes, and any 
little effects I may leave behind me, I 
requeſt them to be given'to Mr James 


1 
Stalker, at Mr Wilſon's, baker in Croſs- | | f 


/ 


cauſeway, to whom I owe money per 


— 


6 

Hill; and to whom I gave a diſpoſition 

to theſe, and other effects, before my 

condemnation. I have the honour to 

be, 5 | 

8 SIR, , 

Your obed. humble Servant, 
(Signed) Ros. Warr, 

Edinburgh Caſtle, 2 

Oct. 14. 1794. 
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WE, who are referred to in the a- 
bove letter, and who ſubſcribe this note, 
do hereby aTTEsT, that the contents of 


the following Declaration are tranſcrib- 


ed verbatim from the manuſcript of Ro- 
bert Watt, tranſmitted to us by the 
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As the beſt n 'Y can now do to 
religion, which I have injured by the 
unhappy conduct which has brought me 
to my preſent unfortunate fituation, — 


to my Chriſtian acquaintances, whom 


J particularly eſteem, and by whoſe 


company and converſation J have been 


both improved and comforted; and to 


my country, for which I have had more 


than ordinary attachment, I ſhall give a 


general, but conciſe hiſtory of the moſt | 


” A | material 


=) 
material part of my life; and diſcloſe 
fully the unfortunate circumſtances that 
have been the cauſe of terminating my 
| life 1 in ſuch a melancholy manner, in the 


middle of my * 


Having but four days before I am 
abſorbed in eternity, J hope that what 


follows will be received as the truth.— 


In the view of ſuch an awful proſpect, 
It cannot be ſuppoſed I can have any 

intereſt whatever to conceal = 
No ſooner is the ſoul ſeparated from 
the body, than the is diſconnected with 
the purſuits of mortals, and enters an 
| hitherto unknown ſcene,—and her pow- 
ers of perception and communication 
are then enlarged, in Proportion. to the 
TR; and . of the objects 
exhibited 


4 
exhibited to her view. With aſtoniſh- 
ment and prying curioſity, ſhe travels o- 
ver the vaſt expanſe of the heavenly Je- 
ruſalem, collecting from the moſt an- 

cient and intelligent of its inhabitants, 
| every information they can communi- 
cate of the myſteries of providence 
and redemption, while ſhe ſeems, as her 
1 knowledge increaſes, to riſe in her ac- | 


cents of praiſe, 


I was influenced by religion when 
very young. A reflective diſcovery of 
5 the goodneſs of God, in his interpoſi- 
tion hen in very imminent dangers, 


and of my ingratitude (I exceeded my 


companions in youthful follies, but 5 
could never bear fearing), firſt led me 
tocry for mercy. My convictions were 
exceedingly ſtrong ; ſo that I would in 

„ 5 the 


„ * * 


„ 
the ſpace of two hours be three or four 
times at prayer, drowned in penitential 
tears. I have always found, that my 
penitential joy was in proportion to my 
contrition for ſin. For a long ſpace of 
time, I was not a day (if I remem- 
ber right) without aſſurance of a ſa- 
ving intereſt in Chriſt ; and, at times, 
my feelings and views were more like : 
an heavenly, than an carthly inhabi- 
tant. On ſuch occaſions, I had inex- 
preſſible diſcoveries of the infinitude 
and holineſs of God, and of my own 
vileneſs. Iwondered , admired, adored, 
lamented, and rejoiced at one and the 
ſame time. ; 
No ſooner did my convictions take 
place, than I was, as it were, compelled 
to allot ſome particular hours every day 
| to 


6 
to reading the Scriptures, meditation, 
ſelf-examination, and prayer. Theſe 
hours J found to bis the life of my ſoul. 
I learned, from experience, that faith 
muſt be the gift of God. That I could | 

as ſoon take up my perſonal reſidence 
in the ſun, as truly believe in Chriſt, 
or fix my heart on him in the exerciſe 
of faith. This unbelief and treachery 
of heart drew tears of ſorrow from my 


eyes. 


Though my pleaſure in religion was 
great, my grief from Satanical ſuggeſ- 
tions and a depraved nature was alſo ſo. 
I was ſtrongly tempted to deſpair and 
faicide; but He who keepeth Iſrael pre- 
ſerved me amidſt theſe ſtorms. 
| Religion did no ſooner operate on 
my mind, than I hated the ways of ſin, 

and 


(6) 
and the company of the profane ; 0} 
ſought, according to my then know. 
ledge, the company of the wiſe and 
good. Though my pleaſure was parti- 
cularly in devotional exercifes, and in 
ſuch company; yet J ſpent a great part 
of my time, in boyiſh purſuits and plea- 
ſures, with my ſchool-companions; but 
in theſe, my devotional frame of mind 
never left me, —and how ſoon I came 
home, I retired by myſelf, and wept o- 
ver my vanity of conduct. 


Even in ſchool, the thought of my 
crucifying the Lord of Glory by fin, of- 
ten bathed my eyes in tears, and impel- 
ied me to pray with my head leaning 
on X table. The ſenſe of his love, and 
the injury done bim, produced in mea 
zeal for the ſalvation of others to ſuch 
2 degree, that I eſtabliſned the worſhip 
| | of 


(EF. „ 
of God in ſome families I lodged with, | 'F ö | 
who never had it before.—I was often 
ſurpriſed to ſee the ſame effects not pro- 
duced on the minds of others in read- _ | 
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ing the ſcriptures, c. as on myſelf— = 


But this aroſe from my ignorance of 


the ſovereignty of God. — ij 


As I advanced in knowledge, my 


high enjoyments were the leſs frequent; All 
Jill 


and the inſtability of my mind in ex- ; | 


erciſes of devotion became more ant [ 
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more perceptible. Theſe ſoul exerciſes, 
leſs or more, have continued with me 
amidſt grievous provocations, and ſore 
backſlidings. | 2 5 
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I ſhall now proceed to ſtate the cauſe 
of my backſlidings, ſo far as I can trace 
them. — | 
| A re- 


[TS] 

A reſetved. diſpoſition, founded « on 
pride, ſeems to have been my conſtitu- 
tional ſin—In my earlieſt youth it diſ- 


eovered itſelf, by taking pleaſure i in vex- 
ing my guardians when they croſſed 


my inclination. I was ſo much under 


the influence of this baſe paſſion, that 
more than once 1 gave them the great- 
eſt alarm and vexation of mind, by con- 


cealing myſelf, and previouſly ſaying 


that I would put an end to my lite by 
perſonal violence ; and enduring ſore 
perſonal chaſtiſement without diſclo- 


ſing any ſecret intruſted to me. 


Sometime after T knew the grace of 
God, this paſſion diſappeared; yet it was 
not deſtroyed—but manifeſted itſelf in 


oppoſition to the inclination of wy 


friends to ſend me > abroad. 
My 


(FF | 
, My friends propoſed to ſend me ei- 
ther to the Eaſt or Weſt Indies, but re- 
fuſing to comply on the ground of a 
weak conſtitution; but che true motive 
with myſelf was a fear of not enjoying 
the means of Grace. After which they 
propoſed to ſend me to London ; but 
not executing this propoſal i in the time 
1 wiſhed (though their delay undoubt- 
| edly proceeded from the beſt of mo- 
tives), L reſolved to act independently 
N of them. Accordingly, I came to Edin- 
burgh. in the year 1786, where I re- 
mained for a conſiderable time without 
their knowledge, and got into buſineſs 
without their aſſiſtance.— So far was my 


vanity gratified. 


Here I digreſs, and beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, though perhaps it may be unne- 
5 -M „ 08 
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3 
ceſlary, That parents or guardians ſhould 


be particularly careful to ſtudy the rul- 
ing paſſions of young perſons under 
their charge; and, ſhould they be ſuch as 
tend to hurt their ennie or blind their | 
beſt judgment, to correct them by time- 
ly, proper, and wholeſome inſtruction. 
But above all things, they ſhould ſtudy 
to learn the inclination of their mind 
as to buſineſs, and to put them early to 
it. Becauſe this will give a full ſcope 
to the young mind in the purſuit of for- 
tune, in a way conſiſtent with his pro- 
feſſion; whereas whieth mot put early to 
buſineſs, they are apt to ſeek after her 
by indirect methods. 


, % 
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After 1 began buſineſs on my own 
account, I adopted every method that 


my 


"(one þ 
my ingenuity could ſuggeſt, to arrive 
at ſome eminence in Society. 


IT | | ; 


For one, I ſtudied the diſpoſitions 
and ruling paſſions of individuals; and, 


not having the gift of ſpeech equal 


with others, I ſpoke but little when in 
company, leſt I ſhould either ſpeak im- 
properly, or hurt the feelings of another 


by interrupt... 


From what I have ſaid, the reader | 
will eaſily diſcern the following paſſions 
to have born rule in my conduct, vig. | | ml 


pride and ambition. ED 


5 pride is the fruitful mother of all the " 
other i paſſions—It was the 
origin of. rebellion in heaven, and the 
thunderbolt that hurried Satan into the 
B 2 3 ] bottomleſs 


" 
bottomleſs Pit; and ſtript innocent A- 
dam of his original purity. Ever fince, 
it more or leſs holds a place in every 
human breaft. 


It is capable of aſſüming various 

forms At times it aſſumes the garb of 
humility, rigidity, and moderation. But 

none can trace its various evolutions ſo 

| well, or diſcover its malignity, as the 

ſincere Chriſtian. It may poſſibly _ 

him company in all his devotional ex- 


erciſes; and; even under che ſpecious pre- 


text of humility, may be apt to drive 
him from God, as judging himſelf un- 


worthy of eternal life. 


%. 


But its Adee over me was remark- 
able—1 could not brook the. idea to be 
indlebted to any perſon for advice, even 


23 


63 


| in difficult and doubtful caſes. I there- 


fore very ſeldom conſulted any perſor, 
though many conſulted me. Had I act- 
ed the prudent part, I ſhould have con- 
ſulted intelligent and diſintereſted men, 
previouſly choſen.—The friendſhip and 
eſteem of ſome ſuch Thave had the ho- 


nour to enjoy. 


Ambition— Though this paſſion be 


the offspring of pride, it is to be no 


leſs watched againſt than its ſource. It 


blinds our beſt judgment by the ap- 


pearunce of utility, and is apt to drive to 


acts of injuſtice in the purſuit of the 
wiſhed-for object; while it is but a diſ⸗- 


truſting of, and a contending againſt 


divine Providence. Influenced by this 


baſe paſſion, under the ſemblance of * 


tility, T was induced to carry on a ſe- 


cret 


e 


AMES 
cer correſpondence with Mr Dundas 
and the Lord Advocate. 

This conduct, 1 confeſs, Was altoge- 
ther inconſiſtent with the ſpirit and de- 
ſign of Chriſtianity, which requires the 
moſt unbounded ſimplicity, inte grity, 


and love to my fellow- creatures. 


My firſt connection with the Friends 

of the People was in the year 1791, oe. 
1792. I ſeveral times attended the 
Committee which met in Mather's Ta- 

ver; but would never ſubſcribe my 
name, though repeatedly required to do 
it. This was the tra of my correſpon- 
dence with Mr Dundas. Two reaſons 
induced | me to this | unhappy conduct. 
One, a love of the peace of ſociety—1 
apprehended, that if they were permit- 
ted 


* 
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ted to continue their meetings, the public 


tranquillity would be interrupted. This 
opinion was founded on my ignorance 


of the many abuſes in the Adminiſtra- 


tive the offspring of corruption in the 


Legiſlative branch of Government. For 


when the Legiſlative becomes more cor- 


rupted than the Executive, there is an 


end of true liberty. — And that the peo- 
ple had a right to meet and deliberate 
on, and to obtain a redreſs of grievan- 


ces. — The other reaſon, to obtain Mr 


Dundas, J favour, that I might the ſoon- 


er arrive at that ſtation in ſociety to 


which my views were directed. Some 
may imagine that I had perſonal hatred 
at ſome of the Friends of the People, 


but this was by no means the caſe. 
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. Mr Dundas wiſhed me to correſpond 
with the Lord Advocate, and according- 


1 recommended me to him. My cor- 
| reſpondence with him continued to 
Auguſt or September 1793, when it was ” 
diſcontinued, 


My mind being then changed in fa- 
vour of Reform, I entered into the 
Committees of Union and Ways and 
Means“, in order to co· operate with them 

: to the obtaining of a Reform. Natu- 
rally ambitious and enterpriſing, I was 
ſoon the leader of theſe Committees. 
By my advice, the Committee of Ways 


and ivieans, or Secret Committee, was 


% 


formed; and its regulations drawn up 
by me. Theſe regulations contained 
alſo directions to the Primary Societies, 

| | and 


* Of the Friends of the People. | 


3 | 
and. to the Committee of Union. The 
Circular Letter, though compoſed by Mr 
Stoke, was adviſed by me. And though 
the Addreſs to the Fencibles was not 
moved by me, I heartily approved of 
it. All theſe papers I got printed ; 


and the whole impreſſion was diſperſed, 6 
but the Addreſs to the Fencibles, of 
which I knew nothing, after printed. | J. 


5 My plans, I doubt not, would, when 8 
ripe for execution, be effectual. Blood- 
ſhed was what I abhorred from the bot- 
tom of my ſoul; they therefore guard- 


ed againſt that evil as much as may be. 
I ſhall here narrate them.—Other per- 
ſons, as Archibald Wright, weaver in E- 
dinburgh, and —— Craig, Perth, beſides 


John Fairley, were ſent at different times 


_ through the country, to ſound the pub- 
7 C Be 


(( 
lic mind, and to give inſtructions. The 


intelligence brought me, from time to 


/ 


time, by theſe perſons, from every 


quarter of the kingdom, was more and 


| more favourable. All their inſtructions 
were delivered by myſelf— But ſuch as 
I knew I could fully confide in, their 
inſtructions went farther than thoſe of 


others. Indeed, at the time I was ap- 


prehended, there were but very few 


places that information was not recei- 


ved from; and there remained almoſt 
nothing to do, for the execution of the 


whole, but a viſit to England and Ire- 


land, by intelligent and confidential 


perſons. 


The firſt movement was intended 


to be made in Edinburgh, London, 
and Dublin; while every town through- 


8 out 


Z Cle 
out the kingdoms were in readineſs to 
act, according to the plan, on the ve- 
ry firſt notice, which was to be given 
by couriers diſpatched by expreſs. 


7 4 5 R 
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The nature of the plan was this —A 


body of men, to the number of four or 


five thouſand, were to be aſſembled in 


à place to be fixed on. Theſe were to 


be armed with Pikes, Guns, Grenades 


to be properlydivided, with proper lead- 


ers. In regard to Edinburgh, theſe were 
to be placed at the Gælic Chapel, head 


of the Weſt Bow, Tolbooth, or head of 
the High Street. that when the Caſtle 


ſoldiers came out, they might be ſur- 
rounded. In order to prevent blood- 


ſhed, means were to be uſed to gain 


as many of the ſoldiers as poſſible over 


to their fide. The Regiment was to be 


G2 enticed 
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. 
enticed out by companies. But, previ- 
ous to this, the Magiſtrates, Lords of 
Juſticiary, Commander in Chief, and 
many others in town to be ſelected, 
were to be apprehended; but to be treat- 
ed, in every reſpect, becoming their ſta- 
tion in life, and detained till the mind 
of the enſf aing Convention, or rather 
Parliament, was known. There was no 
intention whatever to put any to death; 
but if found guilty of oppreſſion and 
injuſtice to the Patriots, to ſhare a ſimi- 
lar fate with them, vis. tranſportation, 


The manner in which the ſoldiers 
were to be induced to leave the Caſtle 
was by means of a letter, either figned | 
by the Lord Provoſt or Commander in 
Chief, previouſly in cuſtody, ordering 


"3. 7 a 


the Commandant to ſend a company, 
| without 


( ar ) 
without any amunition, to a fire that Was 
to be kindled in St Andrew's Square, 
under the pretence of its being a houſe 

on fire; and the ſaid company to be ſe- 
cured and diſarmed in the meantime. 
The moſt of the remainder to be drawn 
out in the ſame manner, by means of 
fires kindled in fucceſſion in other 


quarters of the City. 


But in caſe they either could not be 
drawrr out of the Caftle, or had obtain» 


ed .information of what was a-doing, 


they were to be compelled to ſurren- 
der, by being deprived of victuals; the 
_ Incarceration of the Commander in 
| Chief, and the influence of party a- 
mong themſelves favouring the plan. 


The 
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The Public offices and the Banks 
were to be ſecured,” by placing proper 
perſons as centinels over them, till the 
proprietors and managers appeared next 
morning. The ſame were to be con- 
| ſulted with by qualified perſons, to be 
previouſly choſen. The property of 
ſuch perſons, either reſiding in town or 
country, deemed inimical to liberty, 
in the hands of Bankers, was to be ſeal- 
ed up, but what was neceſſary for their 
maintenance, till their fate was known. 
The Poſt-office was to be taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of; as thereby all Intercourſe 
would be cut off between ſuch as were 
hoſtile to the Patriots, while the chan- 
nel of communication was left open for 


them. 


After 


( 23 
After theſe things. were effected in 


Edinburgh, London, and Dublin, i in one 
and the ſame night; and which was ex- 
_ pected to be accompliſhed about fix or 
ſeven o'clock in the morning,—couriers 
were immediately to be diſpatched 
| throughout the whole nation, to the 
leaders in other parts; while troops were 
to be marched from places to be fixed 
| on, that could ſpare them to the aſſiſt· 
| ance of ſuch as would be deemed neceſ- 
: fary. No ſooner was the plan executed 
in the three Metropoliſſes, than procla- 
mations, previouſly prepared, were to be 
iſſued to the landholders, and officers 
under government, as did not cordially 
unite with the Patriots in their views and 
deſigns, not to go above three miles be- 
yond their dwelling-places, under pain 
of death; — to farmers, not to conceal or 


TR 


export 
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export any grain ;—to ſhip-maſters, 
not to carry any perſon coaſt-ways, with- - 
out giving intimation of the ſame; place 
come from, and where going to, of ſuch 


' perſon or perſons, within a reaſonable | 


time after ſuch intimation was given, to 


the neareſt Juſtice of Peace, that the 
fame might be called to an examination, 


under a ſimilar penalty; —to ſuch per- 
ſons as were authoriſed to levy men, to 
deliver up their commiſſions and men 
to perſons to be nominated, under the 


fame penalty. 


There was preparing an Addreſs to be 


made to the King at the ſame time, con- 


fiſting of a long catalogue of abuſes, 
both in the Legiſlative and Executive 

branches of Government; and requeſt- 
ing of bim the diſmiſſal of his preſent 


ſervants, 


6(W 


ſervants, and a diſſolution of Parliament, 


the ſame to be replaced by men in 


whom the people could confide. 


— 


With regard to the Pikes, I got them 
made both for ſale and diſtribution. * 
do not at preſent recollect what inſtruc- 
tions 1 might have given at the mak- 
ing of them. Whatever theſe inſtruc- 
tions were, I am certain that none I had 


were ever diſtributed f. 


There was no perſon concerned in 
| theſe things but the Corn. of W. and M. 


— Becauſe I was morally certain, from 


the aſpect of affairs, that how ſoon the 
. D operations 


+ The Pikes were found in my houſe, when the 
Sheriff's Officers were in ſearch of the goods of a 
bankrupt in Muſſelburgh, ſent to my houſe, about 
an eight days before, under the pretence of their 
being to be forwarded to Glaſgow. | 
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operations were commenced, perſons in 


the various ranks of ſociety would carry 


it on.—T have therefore no new diſ- 


coveries to make. 


I can judge of my intentions from 


my feelings, —my views were the good 
of ſociety; and not robbery or murder. 
I will not ſay but my « own intereſt was 
blended ; in theſe views ; for who i is he, 
chat if he ſerves ſociety, but will natural- 
ly expect a reward? But divine Provi- 
dence has been pleaſed to permit me to 


be brought into circumſtances of mi- 


{ery and woe—T hope they have been 


the beſt reward that could be conferred 
on me. I however patiently, and 1 
hope thankfully, accept of theſe as com- 


ing from God, not only as the Sovereign 


_ 


— 
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| ciful Redeemer. 


\ 
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intentions were gobd, and probable e- 


vils endeavoured to be guarded againſt, 
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pent my having gone ſo far, although 
my perſon were ſafe, which I ſincerely 
AJ do this day. | 

: Though the part I acted proceeded 


4 from the beſt of motives; yet, on reflec- 


weighing the probable conſequences. 


Blood ſhed and rapine might have en- 


3 


D 2 in 
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diſpoſer of all events, but as my mer- 
In reflection, I ſee that although my 


yet circumſtances might have proved 


ſuch, as would have cauſed me to re- 


tion, I perceive that I erred in taking 


ſuch an active part, without maturely 


ſued. This would have involved me 


„ 
in guilt; being ſomewhat acceſſory to 


them, though not intentionally ſo, 


The duty of all fincere Chriſtians is, 
to lead quiet and peaceable lives in 
e all godlineſs and honeſty, giving ho- 
* nour to whom honour is due, and 
« fear to whom fear.” To have the 


reformation of. abuſes in the State to 


thoſe who mind only earthly things, 


except when called to aſſiſt in a legal 


manner. At the throne of grace they 
may be of more real utility, than either 


in the Cabinet or field of battle. 


— 


Had my life been prolonged, I think 


| this would have been my mode of con- 
duct. And I bleſs God for timely pre- 


venting me going the perhaps awful 


len gth 
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length my ambitious and enterprifing 
mind might have induced me. 

I have given no private offence that 
I know of, Indeed, my ſympathiſing 
mind, though compounded of pride and 


ambition, would ſoon relent. I may 


truly ſay, if I know my own deceitful 


heart, that 1 to the unfortu- 
nate was one cauſe of my adopting the 


part that has brought me to my preſent 


| fate. Reflection on the hardſhips of o- 


thers has often brought tears of ſympa- 
thy from my eyes. N or have I borrowed 


money, nor purchaſed goods, but with 


the moſt upright intentions.—For the 


ſatisfaction of my creditors, I will ob- 
ſerve, that I had views of being able to 
pay what T had either borrowed or pur- 
chaſed, had I lived, altogether diſcon- 

_ N neee 
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nected with the matter that has brought 


me to my preſent unfortunate ſituation; 
but in this ſituation it would be impro- 


18 per to mention what theſe views were. | 


Though I have always kept up the 


worſhip of God, at ſtated times, both in 
the cloſet and family; and had honeſt 

intentions towards my creditors ; yet | 
I am convinced, that my departures 


from God have been very great; and 


that, in the glaſs of his holy law, they 


are innumerable and highly aggravated. 


And eſpecially the crime for which I 


am about to ſuffer, as viewed in its pro- 


bable conſequences. I humbly hope, 


that the Spirit of God has given me a 


faving diſcovery of my fins; and that, 


in the ſpirit of genuine contrition, I am 
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led to the precious blood of ſprink- 
ling. 


In the foregoing narrative, if any ar- 
ticle appears imperfect or obſcure, I 
hope the imperfection or obſcurity will 
| be aſcribed to the urgent preſſure of 
the occaſion on which this paper 1s 
written. It is a firſt copy; and, alas! 
there is not now time to reviſe or cor- 
rect.— Of the minutes of life chat yet 
remain to me, even the writing of this 
ſentence has conſumed one. But you 
Who now read or hear of this account, 
remember as you read, that the period 
39 coming when death ſhall be as near 
to you as it is to me; and, be aſſured, 
you will find that a period when you 
will ſhrink with horror from the idea 
of duplicity or deception. With can- 


dour 
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dour then confider this ſolemn declara- 


tion of a dying man. Nor let preju- 
dices, which appearances have produced 
againſt me, lead you to ſuppoſe, that, on 
the brink of eternity, with the throne 
of judgment in my view, I dare to ap- 
proach the Omnipotent with a lie in my 


right hand. 


Thoſe who, 3 in an official character, 
began and managed my proſecution, I 


freely forgive. 


Forgive me, my fellow Chriſtians, for 
the reproach e id my conduct on 
eien. 


My prayer to God i is, That he may 
inſpire all the people with a foirit of 


' ſubordination and loyalty ; and teach 


— 


them 


Cw} 


them to lead, under the powers that be, 


quiet and peaceable lives, in godlineſs 


and honeſty. _ 


O God ! ſoon ſhall my body be gi- 


ven to the duſt, and my foul will aſ⸗ 


cend to thee, Thou knoweſt my ſin- 


cerity 1n the narrative I have given ; 


thou ſeeſt my ſorrow for all my fins. 


Hear me graciouſly—And, for the ſake 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, receive my 
ſoul to everlaſting Glory. Amen. 


This is truth, and the whole truth, 
as far as I recollect, I declare as a dying 
man. | 


(Signed) Ro; WATT. 


Tueſday Evening, 08. 1475, ? ; 


about 8 o'clock at night, 1794. 
FF | | 
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In regard of ſending Pikes to perth, 15 
to che beſt of my recollection, I talked 


with Craig about them, and that he 
told me they ſhould be ſent ſecretly ; 


but I carinot fay to what number, nor 


to whom. 


Note. —Althou gh Warr, bow after his condem- 
nation, promiſed the Clergymen who viſited him, 
to write a Confeſſion of his crimes, he delayed the 


commencement of it till within eight or nine days 


of his death. On the Wedenſday before that event, 


he had written one ſheet ; this, it is ſuppoſed, he 


deſtroyed, as it was not among the papers he left be- 


hind him : Hitherto he appeared eaſy in his 


mind] but on the F. riday, Saturday and Lord's day, 


much agitated. On this laſt day he again began to 
write, but ad vanced no further than the account 


he has given of his childhood, c. By what he 


| ſaid afterwards, it is plain, his heſitation aroſe 


from the vain hope of a reprieve, On Monday 
morning he again appeared calm, and in good ſpirits; 
: 1 z and 


E61 
and ſaid he had at laſt determined to declare all he 
knew, and employed the morning of that day in 
uriting what is now given to the public—In the 
evening, the order for his execution was officially 
intimated to him On Tueſday he continued writ- 
ing; and in the evening, between ſeven and eight 
o'clock, finiſhed and ſubſcribed the paper now pub- 
liſhed, and put it under a cover to the Sheriff —On' 
Wedneſday, 15 th October, he was executed The 
paper was ſealed up in Watt's preſence, together 
with another parcel, containing the letters he re- 
ceived whilſt in priſon, and other papers of no im- 
portance. Both parcels were by Watt himſelf ad- 
dreſſed to the Sheriff, and delivered to the Com- 
manding Officer of the Caſtle, who ſent them to 
the Sheriff on the Tueſday evening, . to 


Watt's own particular requeſt. 
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